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St. Anthony Park resident Mark
Olson loves everything about
words: writing, editing and even
the inevitable reworking. Add to
that mix a discerning eye for
layout and knowledge of
typesetting and paper, honed
after years as a printer, and the
result is publication as art. 

At Juniper Press, the small,
independent press that Olson
serves as editor and publisher,
these skills fuse into a lovely
alchemy. Juniper’s one-of-a-kind
offerings include a literary journal
(Northeast), as well as chapbooks
and limited-edition fine press
books.

Olson operates Juniper Press
out of the Hampden Avenue
home that he shares with his
wife, Norma. 

“Juniper Press was founded
by a former teacher of mine,
John Judson, in 1963,” explained
Olson. The two met at the

University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse, though Judson started the
publishing endeavor while living
in Maine. 

“The name, Northeast, just
followed him through his moves
from Maine and eventually to
Wisconsin,” said Olson. An
associate professor of English at
Hamline University, Olson took
over Juniper Press in 2003.

“John had asked me to do
this for years,” said Olson. “He
was getting ready to retire, so he
was going to either fold up the
press or have me take it over. I
said I’d give it a couple of years
and see how it goes.”

So far, it’s gone well for
Olson, who has long loved small
press publications as well as the
printing process. He said there
are thousands of specialty presses

of various kinds. 
“Most small presses serve a

group of people who have similar
ideas about what writing should
be or do,” said Olson. “Many are
run by universities or housed in
universities. But then there are
the independents that stay
outside of universities, so they
have no strings and are free to
pursue a particular vision.” 

Being loyal to its founder’s
spirit is important to Olson.
“When John Judson started
Juniper, the idea was that it
would be independent—it would
make its own way.”

Olson continued, “Juniper’s
philosophy is to publish work

red to yellow and withering. An
open house to celebrate the
book’s release will take place
October 8, from 4-8 p.m. at
Sherlock’s home at 25 Seymour in
the Prospect Park neighborhood
of Minneapolis. 

Nothing could be more
home grown than the work
Russelle does as a member of the
Laurel Poetry Collective, a group
of 23 Twin Cities poets and
graphic artists dedicated to
publishing beautiful and
affordable books. 

Three years ago the group
embarked on a four-year plan to
publish a book and broadside by
each poet, plus a yearly anthology.
Russelle is one of several artists
from the Minnesota Center for
Book Arts working on the
project. 

This year’s anthology is
entitled “Bluefire.” Russelle says
the collective’s goal is “to share a
love of poetry and to address the
need for local writers to be
published and to get their words
out of desk drawers and off
computers and into the
community.”

Russelle and Sherlock are
currently putting the finishing
touches on a seasonal product
from the Minnesota Center for
Book Arts. The center publishes
just one book a year: “Winter
Book.” 

This year, a special one
because of the center’s 20th
anniversary, “Winter Book” will
be an anthology of Minnesota
writers, edited by Bill Holm. It
will include work by Wang Ping
of St. Anthony Park, among
others. Russelle and Sherlock
have been busy designing the
binding for the 26 deluxe
editions. The production phase
begins in November and the
book will make its debut in
December. 

In addition to her
collaborative work through the
Minnesota Center for Book Arts,
Russelle is also an active resident
of the St. Anthony Park
neighborhood, where she lives
with husband, Michael Russelle,
and their Bernese mountain dog,
Sophie. Russelle formerly worked
for the Park Bugle, and she
continues to be active with 
St. Anthony Park Neighbors for
Peace. 

The Russelles live in a house
bordered by a beautiful cedar
fence and with a printing press in
the basement. The basement
studio is home to her small, one-
person letterpress shop and
bindery called Cedar Fence Press.
She publishes limited-edition
books and occasional custom
projects. 

Russelle says that the books
she helps create “invite a slower
reading. We live in a really fast-
paced culture. If you can stop and
stay with something, that is really
a gift.” 

For more information about
Regula Russelle’s work, visit
www.cedarfencepress.com. Her
small press books are available
through the Minnesota Center
for Book Arts and Micawber’s
Bookstore.

Y BOOKS THERE IS NO END
many other parties besides authors are necessary to bring books into existence.This

ved with some of these other components of the book-making enterprise.

Small presses: Cultivating a labor of love

by Natalie Zett
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that has a human being behind it
whose words help shape our
awareness of being human. This
comes before fashion, reputation
and ambition. Small presses and
small journals like Northeast exist
to give writers who may not have
access to big publishing houses a
place to publish. This gives them
a community of other writers
who are also readers, or readers
who want to read writers who
aren’t to be found elsewhere.” 

Olson went on to say that a
small independent press is often
governed by an editor’s personal
taste. “I read, select and edit the
submissions to Northeast and
Juniper Press, and Norma does
the design work. Thus, our
publications reflect our
idiosyncrasies. Discovering the
variety of approaches to editing
and book design is one of the
charms of small press
publications.”

Although Olson receives
mostly poetry submissions,
Northeast publishes fiction and
essays as well. 

“I ask, Is there a sense of a
writer behind the poem, someone
struggling with something that’s
important to our being human—
noticing something about our
lives or world that communicates

ideas and emotions to someone
else?”

The rewards of being
published in Northeast are more
about finding readers than
financial gain. 

“Writers are paid two copies
of the issue in which their work
appears,” Olson said, “which is
pretty typical for a small literary
journal.”

Subscribers include
individuals and libraries. A
subscription includes one issue of
Northeast, two Juniper
chapbooks and a book in the
Chickadee series that features
haiku and other short poems. 

“The Chickadee books are
designed with finer papers,” said
Olson, “and sometimes printed in
traditional letterpress fashion.
Part of the endeavor is to keep
the old tradition alive of the book
as object, as something fun to
hold, to read, to look at.”

Success for small presses is
seldom measured in money,
Olson said. 

“I get a kick out of it. It’s
exciting—old traditions and new
technologies come together in the
small press.”

Juniper Press publications are
available at Micawber’s Bookstore
in Milton Square.

The friendly neighborhood
drug store is not a thing of 

the past

Schneider Drug
Fighting for a just and 

civil society.

Fight for a government that
appeals to the nobility of 

our character, not our 
fears or prejudices.

Don’t let President Bush 
repeal the estate tax

❈
This will change 

the essence of American 
democracy

❈
Repeal would only help 13,000

rich families in the USA
❈

Write your Congresspeople
and other members of

Congress about this issue

“No poor boy from Hope
Arkansas will ever dream of
becoming President again.”

Visit
www.mncn.org/estatetax.htm 

or call 651-642-1904 for 
more info.

3400 University Ave. S.E., Mpls
612--379-7232

M - F 8:30 - 7, Sat 8:30 - 6

1/4 mile west of Hwy 280
across from KSTP

Since 1906, Lyngblomsten has been serving the needs of the

elderly in the Twin Cities. Our continuing-care campus near

Como Park offers senior housing and skilled nursing care.

We’d love to have you be part of the Lyngblomsten community.

Choose the option that’s right for you or your loved one:
Lyngblomsten Care Center  (651) 632-5301
� Alzheimer’s Programs � Long-Term Placement

� Service House Option � Short-Term Rehab & Respite Care

Lyngblomsten Apartments  (651) 632-5424
� Low-income housing for seniors; 1- and 2-bedroom units, 

noon meals, emergency call system, housekeeping, 

group activities, grocery services, security system 

The Heritage at Lyngblomsten (651) 632-5428
� Market-rate apartments for seniors; multiple floor plans, noon

meals, emergency call system, housekeeping, group activities,

grocery services, security system, underground parking, 

guest suite

Our campus includes a

chapel with chaplains 

on staff, gift/coffee shop,

hair salon, therapies,

community center, and

Home Health Agency.

Lyngblomsten

1415 Almond Avenue

St. Paul, MN  55108

www.lyngblomsten.org

Wait no more!
Lyngblomsten has openings.

Please call for
more info and to
arrange a tour.
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A handsome stucco

Tudor style home in a

prime St. Anthony Park

location. 3+ bedrooms, 2

baths, brick fireplace,

hardwood floors, brand

new high-quality kitchen,

finished basement large

deck and screen porch

overlooking a wonderful

yard.

A cozy 2 bedroom, one

level (plus full basement)

starter or retirement

home in a great St.

Anthony Park location.

Neat and clean, with

hardwood floors, a three

season porch, and a huge

2+ car garage on a

heavily wooded lot.

You’ve finally found it... a

duplex in Wonderful North

St. Anthony Park! 1536–38

Fulham Street is a

handsome, well maintained

building in a prime location

ready for you to move into

today!

$5.00 OFF
Purchase of 2nd Breakfast
or Lunch with this coupon

(of equal or greater value)

Serving Breakfast & Lunch,
Tuesday - Sunday 

7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sidewalk Seating 
Homemade Baked Goods

No Lunches Over $10
Beer & Wine

Organic Free-Trade 
“Peace” Coffee

791 Raymond Ave, St. Paul
651-641-1446

www.jays-cafe.com

Cleaning
Thorough / Honest / Reasonable
Offering friendly, affordable, 
local cleaning services 
since 1992.  Call Mary at 

763-789-7560

Eureka Recycling is gearing up
for its fall recycled paper co-op.
Twice a year, Eureka Recycling
invites local organizations and
citizens to place orders for 100
percent postconsumer recycled
paper, processed without the use
of chlorine, and combines the
orders into a single order large
enough to get a bulk discount
from the supplier. 

The co-op allows
organizations and individuals the
opportunity to purchase the best
recycled copy paper at a price
that meets or beats virgin fiber
copy paper.

“Postconsumer” refers to
material that has been used by
consumers at least once before
reprocessing, in contrast to
recycled material that may have
been reprocessed from scrap
pieces that never left the factory. 

Chlorine-free bleaching
systems eliminate the discharge of
dioxin, a potent cancer-causing
gas, and other pollutants that
contaminate water.  This paper
looks and performs like virgin
fiber paper, but is made
completely out of recycled paper. 

Using one ton—about 40
cartons—of 100 percent
postconsumer paper instead of
virgin paper saves 3.3 cubic yards
of landfill space and 6,933
pounds of wood, or about 24
trees.  Over the past five years,

Eureka Recycling’s paper co-op
has saved over 1,000 trees.

A task force found that,
compared with virgin paper,
postconsumer paper uses 44
percent less energy, reduces
greenhouse gas emissions by 37
percent, nitrogen oxide emissions
by 23 percent, and particulate
emissions by 41 percent—and
produces 48 percent less solid
waste.

Recycled paper currently
accounts for only 10 percent of
paper purchased, according to
Eureka Recycling Business
Manager Alex Danovitch. Buying
more postconsumer recycled
content creates a higher demand
for the goods put at the curb. 

In four years of operation,
Eureka Recycling’s co-op has
enabled the purchase of over
1500 cases of 100 percent
postconsumer recycled paper.  

The next recycled paper 
co-op order will be this fall. New
pricing and product availability
will be available in early
September, and orders will be
accepted through October 12. 

For more information or to
place an order, contact Eureka
Recycling at 222-7678 or
buyrecycled@eurekarecycling.org.
You can also visit
www.eurekarecycling.org to
download an order form.

Recycled paper co-op starts soon
by Dave Healy


