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Park Bugle
Negotiating tight spaces is never
optimal for a dance company,
particularly one that practices the
Lion Dance or Silk Dance,
where accouterments such as
elaborate costuming or swirling
silk scarves are just as important
as the dancers’ moves.

Now, after a long search, the
largest Chinese dance organiza-
tion in the Midwest has finally
found a home—in St. Anthony
Park.

Lili Pan, managing director
of the Chinese Dance Theater
(CDT), is jazzed about their
organization’s new locale at 1410
Energy Park Drive. 

“We looked for a long time
for the right place,” he said. “We
loved the location, and we were
especially glad to find a space
with high ceilings to practice the
dances.” 

The CDT is a part of the
Chinese American Association of
Minnesota (CAAM), the oldest
and largest Chinese American
community organization in
Minnesota. Established in 1992,

the theater performs for about
17,000 audience members
annually and had no permanent
quarters until locating to a
building near Bandana Square 
several months ago. 

Amidst the theater’s move, its
October 30 grand opening and
rehearsing for the Chinese New
Year’s celebration, a deep sense of
gratitude prevails within the
organization.

“We are really lucky,” said
Pan. “We have an award-winning
teacher (Pei Shen) and are
looking forward to adding new
programs, to doing things we
couldn’t dream of until we had a
permanent home.” 

Besides performing, CDT
also runs a dance school for
children and adults and does
outreach programs to schools and
other arts organizations. They
even did a program at the
Minnesota Department of
Health. “We were the diversity,”
laughed Pan.

There’s more to the CDT
than dance since it’s also  a

community center. “We wish to
preserve the culture among
Chinese-Americans, but we also
do a lot of community outreach,”
said Pan. “We wish to share our
culture with everyone.” 

Pan moved to Minnesota
nine years ago from China and
hit the ground running,
obtaining an undergraduate
degree in educational psychology
at the U of M and an MBA from
the University of St. Thomas. 

During that time, he also
worked for Model Cities of 
St. Paul and for St. Stephen’s
Catholic Church in Minneapolis,
giving him excellent experience in
the nonprofit sector. When the
CAAM board approached him to
take the managing director
position at the Chinese Dance
Theater, he said yes. He added
that it’s exhilarating to be a part
of such a dynamic organization.

“We are unusual in that we
are Chinese from both mainland
China and Taiwan, so in that
respect we are inclusive. Like all
community organizations, we rely

heavily on volunteer efforts, and
the Twin Cities Chinese
community is very extensive.
People come from all around to
help. For example, the elaborate
costumes for the dance theater are
handmade by volunteers.” 

CAAM board member
KaiMay Yuen Terry is also no
stranger to community
involvement. She’s held positions
on the boards of numerous
community organizations,
including chairing the CDT. 

Originally from Hong Kong,
KaiMay holds undergraduate and
graduate degrees from Oberlin
College, the University of
Chicago and Johns Hopkins
University, and owns a health
information company,
VideoMed, that produces and
distributes health information to
the health care industry. 

It was a particular event,
though, that intensified KaiMay’s
already deep commitment to the
Chinese American community. 

The city of St. Paul and Catholic
Charities are collaborating to
build a 120-bed housing complex
for chronic alcoholic and
homeless men that would be
located on an industrial site at
2286 Capp Road in south 
St. Anthony Park.

Since 1989 the neighbor-
hood has been home to a
residence for 60 chronic inebriant
men at 2300 Wycliffe Street,
about two blocks from the new
site. 

The St. Anthony Residence,
managed by Catholic Charities,
would be replaced by the new
facility, which would include 60
additional single-occupancy units
as permanent long-term housing
for homeless men. 

According to Tracy Berglund,
director of housing for Catholic
Charities, 10 of these would be
“safe haven” units, designated for
men who are currently homeless
but are reluctant to come inside. 

Berglund said these men
seem to have a “psychological
barrier” to housing, and it is
hoped that having a place
available for them to use in
inclement weather, without an
obligation to stay, will help them
make a transition to living
indoors.

The facility would include
24-hour staffing, a resource
person, a psychiatrist one day per
week and case management
services for residents. Berglund
called it “supportive housing.”
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Julie Truong, teacher at the Chinese Dance Theater, supervises a
dance class. The CDC recently moved into new quarters at 1410
Energy Park Drive, Suite 11, near Bandana Square.
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A December 15 community
meeting gave St. Anthony Park
residents a chance to comment
on preliminary goals for a district
plan that the Community
Council will eventually submit
to the St. Paul City Council.
About 35 people attended the
meeting, which was held at 
St. Anthony Park Elementary
School.

The last district plan was
written in 1983, and
Community Council Member
Traci Warnberg-Lemm told the
group that the new plan should
be considered a guide for the
neighborhood over the next 20
years. The City Council will take
all existing district plans off the
books at the end of 2005, so the
District 12 Council wants to
have a new plan completed by
that time.

To provide a context for the
Community Council’s current
planning efforts, council
member Sherm Eagles
summarized some successful
goals from the 1983 plan. That
plan emphasized the importance
of keeping the St. Anthony Park
Library and Murray Junior High
School, extending Kasota Avenue

east to Snelling, adding sound
barriers along Highway 280, and
shifting truck routes in north and
south St. Anthony Park. All of
those goals were realized.

Next, people broke into
small groups and discussed the
question, “What do you value
about St. Anthony Park?”
Answers were shared with the
large group.

Council member Rose
Gregoire introduced eight
categories that the council
generated to guide planning
efforts: education and human
services, safety and security, the
environment, land use, livability,
business and jobs, housing and
transportation. 

The council had formulated
preliminary goals in each of these
areas, and attendees were asked to
supplement and fill in details for
those goals. They were also asked
to write answers to the question,
“What would you like to see in
St. Anthony Park for the next 10-
20 years?”

The council will synthesize
results from the December 15
meeting. Additional community
forums are planned for April and
June.

After five years of hard work,
citizen participation and a shared
interest in a positive recreation
experience, St. Anthony Park
residents have an opportunity to
view preliminary options for
upgraded outdoor facilities at
Langford Recreation Center. 

The current options are an
outgrowth of recommendations
by SAPLING (St. Anthony Park
Langford Initiative for the
Neighborhood Good), a group
that in 1999 began surveying the
community and evaluating
recreation needs for Langford
Park. The St. Anthony Park
Community Council (SAPCC)

has also been involved since
approving initial task force
recommendations and Capital
Improvement Budget (CIB)
funding in 2001. 

Kathleen Anglo, landscape
architect with St. Paul Parks and
Recreation, is overseeing the
project, with help from Tony
Ruiz, director of Langford
Recreation Center; Nina Axelson,
SAPCC community organizer;
and a steering committee made
up of booster club members and
neighborhood residents. 

Plans call for upgrading the
playground area and tennis and
basketball courts. These options

will be presented at a 7 p.m.
community forum on January 26
at Langford Recreation Center. 

The forum is open to the
public and will be a chance for
community members to see and
discuss a variety of plans for
upgrading the outdoor facilities. 

CIB funding requires the
project to be completed by the
end of 2005, so the steering
committee hopes the work can be
completed by next fall. 

Anyone with questions
about this project can contact
Nina Axelson at 649-5992 or
Nina@sapcc.org.  



Year’s celebration. We’ll be
adding more classes soon: yoga
(in mid-February), Chinese
calligraphy and brush painting.
Everyone is invited and
welcome.” 

Performances will be held on
Sunday, January 30 (this is a
special family day sponsored by
CDT and the Families with
Children from China-Midwest).
On Monday, January 31 there
will be three 50-minute shows at
9:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Although the audiences are
primarily schools, all are invited.
The shows are at O’Shaughnessy
Auditorium at the College of 
St. Catherine, 2004 Randolph
Avenue in St. Paul. 

The Chinese Dance Theater
is located at 1410 Energy Park
Drive, Suite 11. More
information is available at
www.caam.org/cdt/default.htm.
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“In 1995, there was the 50th
anniversary of the end of WWII,”
she said. “And there was a
scheduled performance by the
Minnesota Orchestra of
‘Requiem Hiroshima.’ I wanted
them to add a liner note to the
program about Japan’s role as
aggressor, since the performance
painted a picture that wasn’t
accurate.” 

The road to getting that note
added to the program was long
and arduous. Yet, KaiMay
persisted with a letter-writing
campaign and garnered support
from the Chinese American
community and from the local
Korean and Philippines
communities, whose countries
also suffered during the Japanese
occupation. 

Receiving no response from
the orchestra, KaiMay planned a
candlelight vigil outside
Orchestra Hall. Then, two days
before the vigil was to take place,
the orchestra told KaiMay they
would include a complete history
about Japanese aggression and
occupation in their program
notes after all. The orchestra

asked her to call off the vigil but
she refused.  

The result was a balanced
view of the event and an
awareness of a segment of recent
Chinese history that, though
painful, needed to be
remembered.

KaiMay said, “I simply
wanted to serve the Chinese
American community, and this
opportunity presented itself.
There was and is so much to do.
I also have a debt to America.
They placed a bet on me long
ago when I came here, and I
want to pay it back by a life of
service to let them know I was a
good bet.” 

“We want the community to
be proud,” she continued. “We
love this neighborhood—St.
Anthony Park—so we invite
people to claim us as your own.
Take advantage of the cultural
events and come to the New

Dance theater from page 1

KaiMay Yuen Terry, Chinese American Association of Minnesota
board member 

Midway Tile
Clayton Howatt
(651) 238-9003

clay_how@hotmail.com

Professional installation of
Porcelain, Ceramic, and
Natural Stone Tile for
bathrooms, kitchens and
beyond.

YOUR PET’S SALON

$2.00
OFF!

Self - Service 
Pet Wash

Not valid with other offers,
coupons or specials.

Expires 1/31/05

METRO PET SPA
651-633-6226

651-633-6226 Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday
2823 Hamline Avenue / Hamline Shopping Center

METRO 
PET SPA

PROFESSIONAL GROOMING FOR DOGS & CATS
ROGER’S 

TREE SERVICE
Caring for your
trees & shrubs 

since 1974
Certified 
Arborist

651-699-7022
Roger Gatz

Join Us for Dinner with a 
Buy One Get One Free Coupon!

Buy one Dinner Special and Get the Second Dinner Special Free
To be redeemed during dinner hours 4:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Expires January 31, 2005

Contact The Finnish Bistro for all of your needs; 
� Holiday Party Trays � Box Lunches 

� Inquire about Finnish Bistro Holiday Gift Ideas � Gift Certificates Available

Full Service Catering Available; 
contact Soile Anderson’s Deco Catering at 612-623-4477

info@decocatering.com / Visit our website www.decocatering.com

2264 Como Avenue / St. Paul / Phone: 651-645-9181
Email:  finnishbistro@comcast.net

Hours:  Monday - Saturday 6:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. / Sunday 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

A Community of Heart Opening March 1, 2005

1850 University Ave W • Saint Paul MN 55104
Part of the Episcopal Homes family

1840 University Ave W • Saint Paul MN 55104
Part of the Episcopal Homes family

“Let’s have coffee
after your tour.
Maybe my insider’s
perspective can 
be of help.”

Vivian Dorn

Vivian has already faced the decision

that you may be facing now. That’s

why she volunteered to talk with pro-

spective new neighbors about what

it’s like to live at Iris Park Commons.

We offer comfortable, secure apart-

ments with supportive services for age

55 or better. One or two-bedroom

and studio designs, most with views

of Iris Park or our private campus.

Some one-bedroom and studio units

are now available to people with

qualifying limited incomes.

Visit us at www.ehomesmn.org.

Better yet, call us at 651-646-1026.

We’ll be happy to answer all your

questions and arrange a tour (and,

if you wish, a chat with Vivian).

Reserve a gracious new

home for your heart and soul.

Over 25% already reserved.
At Cornelia Place, your gracious one

or two-bedroom home will be attached

to a beautiful inter-faith chapel and

surrounded by a private campus that’s

alive with neighbors who share your

active, independent spirit.

Visit www.ehomesmn.org or call

us at 651-632-8840. Ask about the

decorating options available only to

charter residents who reserve their

new home in advance. If you’re age

62 or better, the time to begin exploring

the possibilities is now.
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